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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA
CHARLESTON DIVISION

Michelle H., by her next friend Tamara
Coppinger, et al.,

Plaintiffs, Civil Action No. 2:15-134-RMG

VS.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
Henry Dargan McMaster, in his official )
capacity as Governor of South Carolina, )
and Anthony Catone, in his official capacity )
as State Director of the South Carolina )
the South Carolina Department of Social )
Services, ) ORDER

)

)

)

)

Defendants.

The parties have jointly moved (Dkt. No. 385) for termination and exit from court
supervision under the Final Settlement Agreement (Dkt. No. 32-1) of Sections IV.D.2 (Family
Placements for Children Ages Six and Under), Section IV.E.3 (Congregate Care Placements of
Children Ages 12 and Under), and the section of the Health Care Improvement Plan relating to
referrals for developmental assessments for class members under 36 months of age (Dkt. No.
120-2 at 1).

Under Section V.F.3. of the Final Settlement Agreement, “once a compliance target falls
into Maintenance of Effort status and substantial compliance on the target is sustained for a year,
Defendants may seek the termination of the Court’s jurisdiction over that specific provision of
the Settlement Agreement.” The joint motion to terminate the jurisdiction of the court over the

three sections at issue is well supported by the record and reflects genuine progress of the South
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Carolina Department of Social Services and its leadership team. The joint motion (Dkt. No. 385)
is GRANTED.

AND IT IS SO ORDERED.

s/ Richard Mark Gergel
Richard Mark Gergel
United States District Judge

December 17, 2025
Charleston, South Carolina





