
SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

Identifying and Serving Child Trafficking Victims

CHILD WELFARE SAFETY OFFICE

A. When a child/youth is
referred to DSS with
concerns of human
trafficking:

A Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) exam or acute 
medical examination should be conducted within 12 hours. 
For victims of Sex Trafficking, the case manager should 
request that the child/youth has a thorough examination 
including testing and treatment for sexually transmitted 
infections, pregnancy, and birth control options, if appropriate. Pertinent Information

• Be aware that answering direct questions about
sexual activities or even forced labor may be
difficult for victims.

• Inconsistent answers may be a response to
trauma, not untruthfulness, as the person may not
want to repeat distressing details or may have
repressed them.

• Victims will often not disclose information, but that
does not mean that the labor or sex trafficking is
not happening.

• Victims do not typically view themselves as victims,
so you want to assure communication is neutral.

The case manager will confirm with local law enforcement that
the FBI and South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED)
have been notified if the child/youth is trafficked across state
lines. If the FBI has not been contacted, contact the FBI field
office in Columbia, SC at 1-803-551-4200. They will direct you
to your local FBI field office.

The case manager will
consult and refer to the local
Children Advocacy Center
within 48 hours. Reference
the Child Abuse Response
Protocol.

The case manager will
consult with Anti-Trafficking
Coordinator assigned to
region as needed.

Document in CAPSS via the
“Characteristic” section of the 
“Person” screen if the child/youth 
was not initially identified as a 
Victim of Child Trafficking.

Notify the Anti-Trafficking Unit if the
case did not screen in for human
trafficking but trafficking concerns
arise via email within 24 hours at:
childtrafficking@dss.sc.gov

Complete, scan, and upload DSS 
Form 1544 Child Trafficking 
Screening Tool into CAPSS under 
the Case ID. This form is not to be 
used as an interview tool, but rather 
an assessment of information 
known about the child/youth.

B. If the child/youth is taken into
emergency protective custody
by law enforcement or by ex
parte or by order of a family
court judge and is suspected
and/or identified as being a
Child Trafficking Victim:

C. If the child/youth self-reports,
returns from running away or is
referred by an outside agency
and is suspected and/or
identified as being a Victim of
Child Trafficking:

Contact local Law 
Enforcement

within 24 hours.

Case Consultation Protocol
1. The county will be responsible for facilitating the case consultation, and the following information shall be included in

your presentation:
a. Allegations associated with the intake;
b. Current situation to include the safety measures taken;
c. If a forensic interview has been referred or scheduled;
d. If the DSS Form 1544 Child Trafficking Screening Tool has been completed, and if not, if there are any barriers to completion;
e. If law enforcement is involved and if so, which agency;
f. If the FAST has been completed, and if not, if there are any barriers to completion;
g. Services rendered, or services needed; and
h. Next steps

2. Following the case consultation, complete DSS Form 3062 Team Leader Case Consultation and retrieve signatures.
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