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The Father Is?
If you are not sure who the biological father is, you should not sign 
the Paternity Acknowledgment Affidavit at the hospital!
The Child Support Enforcement Division (CSED) of the Department of Social Services, offers DNA testing for either the mother or the potential father at a very low cost.
You need to complete the following steps in order to have a DNA test through CSED:
1. The mother of the child would complete a Custodial Parent Application OR he potential father would complete a Non-Custodial Parent Application. You can call SCPOP at 1.866.914.8786 to have a copy mailed to you or you can download either form at http://www.state.sc.us/dss/csed/forms. 

2. Send the application to:
South Carolina Department of Social Services
Child Support Enforcement Division
PO Box 810
Columbia, South Carolina 29202-0810
3. DSS will process your application and your regional CSED office will contact you to schedule a DNA test for approximately 6-8 weeks after they receive the application.
4. When the results come back, if the man is shown to be the father of the child, there will be a $30 per person, per child fee for the DNA test. 
IMPORTANT: DNA Testing is NOT CONNECTED TO CHILD SUPPORT. The mother of the child would have to complete a Custodial Parent application and request child support (she has the option of asking for a DNA test to establish paternity only or she can request child support).
If the test shows that the man is the biological father, he will be established as the legal father, but if you want to include the father on the Birth Certificate you will still need to go to a Vital Records office.
THIS TEST IS ONLY FOR PEOPLE WHO HAVE NOT ESTABLISHED PATERNITY (ADDED THE FATHER TO THE
BIRTH CERTIFICATE) OR WHO ARE NOT ALREADYPAYING COURT ORDERED CHILD SUPPORT.
MEN LOOKING TO DIS-ESTABLISH PATERNITY ARE NOT ELIGIBLE FOR THIS DNA TEST.
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	If you have any questions, please contact the
South Carolina Parenting Opportunity Program Toll Free at 1.866.914.8786
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