
   
   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
   

 
 

  
   

 
  

              
   

OMB #0970-0234 
Exp. Date: 

Division of Social Services 
Social Services Block Grant 

Intended Use Plan 

The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (Pub. L. 104-13). STATEMENT OF PUBLIC BURDEN: Through this information collection, 
ACF is identifying plans for State use of Social Services Bock Grant (SSBG) Funding. The purpose of this information is to identify 
estimated SSBG expenditures and recipients, as well as the intended geographic location and eligibility considerations for 
planned services. Information will be used to gain insight on the administration of the SSBG program and to provide support to 
grantees related to the administration of their SSBG program. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is 
estimated to average 40 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining the data 
needed, and reviewing the collection of information. This is a mandatory collection of information and is required to retain a 
benefit [45 C.F.R. §96.74.]. An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of 
information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, unless it displays a currently valid OMB 
control number. The OMB # is 0970-0234 and the expiration date is . If you have any comments on this 
collection of information, please contact the Office of Community Services, Social Services Block Grant Program via email: 
SSBG@acf.hhs.gov. 

mailto:SSBG@acf.hhs.gov
mailto:SSBG@acf.hhs.gov


   
 

  

        
   

 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

 

    

    

     

     
 

  
   

 
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

I. General Information 

1. State 2. Fiscal Year 
3. State Official Contact Information 

4. SSBG Contact Information 

5. SSBG Award from Previous Year 

6. SSBG Expenditures Planned for Current Year 

7. TANF Funds Transferred into SSBG 

8. Consolidate Block Grant Funds Included in SSBG Budget: YES NO 
Provide the amount of funding for each applicable funding source for the consolidated block 
grant. 

a. Funding Source(s) for the Consolidated Block 
Grant 

b. Amount of Funding from Each 
Program 



   
 

      

   
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
  

9. SSBG Carryover Funding from the Previous Year: YES NO 

a. Source(s) of Carryover Funding b. Amount of Carryover from Each 
Source 



   
 

   
    

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

II. Administrative Operations 
1. Administering Agency 

2. Location 

3. Mission/Goals of Agency 

4. Description of Financial Operations Systems 



   
 

    
   

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

III. Program Planning 
1. Planning for Distribution and Use of Funds 

Describe the planning process for determining the State’s use and distribution of SSBG funds. 

2. Describe the Characteristics of Individuals to be Served 
Include definitions for child, adult, and family; eligibility criteria; and income guidelines. 

3. Public Inspection of Pre-Expenditure Report 
Describe how the State made available for public inspection and comment the current Pre-
Expenditure Report or revision to the report. Supporting documentation for public inspection is 
also required. (See V. Appendices, Appendix A: Documentation of public Hearing). 



   
 

  
        

    

     
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IV. Program Operations 
Complete one table for each service category provided by the state during the reporting period. 

1. Program Operations – Adoption Services 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Adoption Services 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

    

     
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

2. Program Operations – Case Management Services 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Case Management Services 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

    

     
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

3. Program Operations – Congregate Meals 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Congregate Meals 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

    

     
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

4. Program Operations – Counseling Services 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Counseling Services 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

        

        
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

5. Program Operations – Day Care Services – Adults 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Day Care Services – Adults 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

       

        
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6. Program Operations – Day Care Services – Children 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Day Care Services – Children 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

     

     
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7. Program Operations – Education and Training Services 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Education and Training Services 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

     

     
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8. Program Operations – Employment Services 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Employment Services 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

     

      
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9. Program Operations – Family Planning Services 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Family Planning Services 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

     

    
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

10. Program Operations – Foster Care Services for Adults 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Foster Care Services for Adults 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

     

      
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

11. Program Operations – Foster Care Services for Children 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Prevention and Intervention Services 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 

CLS13U
Highlight



   
 

    

     
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

12. Program Operations – Health Related and Home Health Services 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Health Related and Home Health Services 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

     

     
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13. Program Operations – Home Based Services

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Home Based Services
b. SSBG Goal

c. Description of Services

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area

f. Partnering State Agency

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers

CLS13U
Highlight



   
 

    

      
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

14. Program Operations – Home Delivered Meals

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Home Delivered Meals
b. SSBG Goal

c. Description of Services

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area

f. Partnering State Agency

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers



   
 

    

     
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

15. Program Operations – Housing Services

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Housing Services
b. SSBG Goal

c. Description of Services

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area

f. Partnering State Agency

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers



   
 

    

       
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

16. Program Operations – Independent and Transitional Living Services 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Independent and Transitional Living Services 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

    

    
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

17. Program Operations – Information and Referral 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Information and Referral 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

    

     
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

18. Program Operations – Legal Services 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Legal Services 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

     

   
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19. Program Operations – Pregnancy and Parenting Services for Young Parents 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Pregnancy and Parenting Services for Young 
Parents 

b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

    

     
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

20. Program Operations – Prevention and Intervention Services 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Prevention and Intervention Services 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

    

     
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

21. Program Operations – Protective Services for Adults

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Protective Services for Adults
b. SSBG Goal

c. Description of Services

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations)

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area

f. Partnering State Agency

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers

CLS13U
Highlight



   
 

     

    
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

22. Program Operations – Protective Services for Children 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Protective Services for Children 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

    

    
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

23. Program Operations – Recreational Services 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Recreational Services 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

     

    
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

24. Program Operations – Residential Treatment Services 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Residential Treatment Services 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

      

    
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25. Program Operations – Special Services for Persons with Developmental or Physical 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Special Services for Persons with 
Developmental or Physical 

b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

 

      
 

     
   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26. Program Operations – Special Services for Youth Involved in or at Risk of Involvement with 
Criminal Activity 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Special Services for Youth Involved in or at Risk 
of Involvement with Criminal Activity 

b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

      

    
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

27. Program Operations – Substance Abuse Services 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Substance Abuse Services 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

    

    
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28. Program Operations – Transportation Services 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Transportation Services 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

     

    
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

29. Program Operations – Other Services 

a. Service Category (use uniform definition) – Other Services 
b. SSBG Goal 

c. Description of Services 

d. Description of Recipients (eligibility considerations) 

e. Method of Delivery and Geographic Area 

f. Partnering State Agency 

g. Subgrantee / Service Providers 



   
 

   
 

  
 

  
 

  
  

 
 

  
 

   
 

 
     

 
  

   
 

  
  

 
 

  
  

 
    

 
 
 
 

V. Appendices

Appendix A: Documentation of Public Hearing 
Attach documentation of public hearing, such as public hearing notices, websites, electronic 
correspondence, letters, newspaper articles, etc. 

Appendix B: Certifications 
Attach signed copies of the following certifications 

1. Drug-Free Workplace Requirements
2. Environmental Tobacco Smoke
3. Lobbying
4. Debarment, Suspension and Other Responsibility Matters

Appendix C: Proof of Audit 
Federal regulations state that: “Each State shall, not less often than every two years, audit its 
expenditures from amounts received (or transferred for use) under this title…Within 30 days following 
the completion of each audit, the State shall submit a copy of that audit to the legislature of the State 
and to the Secretary.” (Sec. 2006 [42 U.S.C. 1397a, Sec. 2006]). 

Provide a copy or link to the most recent audit, or a description of the audit that specifies when the audit 
occurred and summarizes the results of the audit. 

Appendix D: SF 424M 
Scanned copy must be uploaded with application 

Appendix E: Federal Financial Report (FFR) For SF-425 Federal Financial Reporting (FFR) Form SF-425 
Scanned copy must be uploaded with the Intended Use Plan 

Appendix F: TANF ACF-196R form
Scanned copy must be uploaded with the Intended Use Plan 
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	SSBG Award from Previous Year: 25267276
	SSBG Expenditures Planned for Current Year: 25267276
	TANF Funds Transferred into SSBG: 0
	Administering Agency: South Carolina Department of Social Services
	Location: 1535 Confederate Avenue, Columbia, SC 29201
	Exp: 
	 Date: 05/31/2024

	State: [South Carolina]
	Fiscal Year: [FY2024]
	State Contact Information: Chelsea Smith
Systems Transformation Manager - SCDSS Division of Strategic Planning and Innovation
1628 Browning Rd., Columbia, SC 29210
Phone: 803-977-4023
e-mail: chelsea.smith@dss.sc.gov
	State Official Contact Information: Michael Leach
State Director - South Carolina Department of Social Services
1535 Confederate Avenue, Columbia, SC 29201
Phone: 803-898-0585
e-mail: michael.leach@dss.sc.gov
	CBG: No
	Funding Sources for the CBG 1: 
	0: N/A
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 
	9: 
	10: 
	11: 
	12: 
	13: 
	14: 
	15: 
	16: 
	17: 
	19: 
	18: 

	CBG Amount: 
	0: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 
	9: 
	10: 
	11: 
	12: 
	13: 
	14: 
	15: 
	16: 
	17: 
	18: 
	19: 

	Carryover: No
	Carryover Amount: 
	0: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 
	9: 
	10: 
	11: 
	12: 
	13: 
	14: 
	15: 
	16: 
	17: 
	18: 
	0: 
	1: 


	Carryover Sources 1: 
	0: N/A
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 
	9: 
	10: 
	11: 
	12: 
	13: 
	14: 
	15: 
	16: 
	17: 
	18: 
	19: 

	Financial Operations Systems: South Carolina DSS program staff, in collaboration with SCDSS finance staff, annually develops a program plan for allocating SSBG funds.  Through the planning process, the state seeks to allocate social service resources in a fiscally accountable manner to address and ensure that SSBG meets the priority service needs of the state.  Members of the SCDSS Executive staff review and approve the plan.  Consistent with state and federal requirements, citizens receive assistance to achieve, restore, and maintain a level of health, social, and economic well-being.  As SSBG funding is a capped resource, the ability to develop new programs and address more needs of the state is limited.  Continuity of priority services and the provision of mandated services is the State’s primary focus in development of the pre-expenditure Plan.

Program areas within SCDSS are required to develop budget projections to ensure allocation of financial resources meets strategic objectives; that budgeted operations are within available funding; and that the agency derives maximum benefit from all available funding sources.  The budget process requires an analysis of resource allocation and funding needed for budgeted operations.  This process includes a review of necessary expenditures from the grants accounting staff and controller through the senior management levels of the Agency.

SCDSS allocates costs to the SSBG program based upon a federally approved Public Assistance Cost Allocation Plan (PACAP). The most recent full PACAP was approved, effective July 1, 2016. Several partial amendments have been submitted since 2016, and a full PACAP amendment was submitted, effective October 1, 2022, pending federal approval. 

Payroll expenditures are charged directly to the program or are allocated using approved cost allocation bases.  Certain groups of staff complete a Random Moment Time Study (RMTS), an email based web application conducted by an independent contractor.  Staff are randomly sampled throughout the applicable period and responses are electronically recorded.  Quality control measures are built into the system to ensure reliability of the sample.

SCDSS follows the State Procurement Code in contracting with entities to provide SSBG services.  SCDSS issues Requests for Proposals (RFPs) or Requests for Bids for most of its purchased services.  In the procurement process, potential providers must submit line item budgets for service delivery.  Through this competitive process, the agency generally awards contracts for one year, with options for up to four additional one-year terms.
	Mission and Goals: The mission of the South Carolina Department of Social Services is, “To serve South Carolina by promoting the safety, permanency, and well-being of children and vulnerable adults, helping individuals achieve stability and strengthening families.”

SCDSS Strives to:
a. Promote the safety and well-being of children and vulnerable adults and promote permanency for children.
b. Help preserve the family unit by enhancing the capability of individuals and families to provide for their own needs.
c. Ensure the DSS workforce is supported in their efforts to provide high-quality service that is responsive and engaged; and,
d. Foster trust, collaboration, and communication with stakeholders to improve outcomes for children, families, and vulnerable adults.
	Public Inspection: South Carolina does not hold a public hearing for comment on the SSBG plan; however, the citizens of the state and service providers can review and comment on the pre-expenditure plan via the SCDSS website.  A hard copy of the pre-expenditure plan is also available for review at SCDSS, 1628 Browning Road, Columbia, SC 29210.  The public can e-mail questions and comments to program staff charged with preparing the plan.
	Individuals Served Characteristics: In the SSBG program, an adult is defined as an individual eighteen years of age or older who receives services based on need.  This includes emancipated minors and married minors.  An individual 17 years of age or younger is defined as a child.

An SSBG Family includes the following members:
• One or more adults and children related by blood or law and residing in the same household
• Stepparents
• Military spouses not residing in the same household
• Adult children 18-21 years of age living away from home to further their education if their parents claim them as dependents on their income tax return

South Carolina utilizes a three-step process for determining eligibility for the SSBG program based on client need for the service, income eligibility for SSBG services, and target group.  Applicants must meet the three criteria to be eligible.  Even though a family or individual may be eligible, the provision of service depends upon availability of the service at the time.

Target Group 1: Individuals unable to protect their own interest from abuse, neglect, or exploitation.

Target Group 2: Family units experiencing or in immediate risk of disruption.

Target Group 3: Individuals with functional impairments or handicaps that restrict their ability to independently perform age-appropriate activities.

Target Group 4: Individuals unable to achieve or maintain some degree of economic self-support because of their lack of job-related skills and/or their responsibility for caring for dependent family members.

Target Group 5: Individuals and families unable, due to lack of age-appropriate skills, to function effectively in home management or personal care.

Applicants must have a total family gross income at or below 200 percent of the poverty guidelines, or must need services provided by the state that are without regard to income. 

Group eligibility assumes that the majority of the recipients of a particular service, a specific community, or a service site would be eligible for service if the eligibility criteria were applied.  This assumption allows authorized contractors to provide services to any recipient who meets the specific characteristics established by the administering agency.  Therefore, recipient eligibility is determined by the group eligibility requirements instead of the three eligibility criteria outlined earlier. 
	Distribution and Use of Funds: South Carolina uses a goal-directed target group approach in the social services delivery system.  This approach provides a conceptual framework within which SCDSS can identify a recipient’s service needs and can develop, implement, and evaluate distribution of funds with optimum participation of the recipients.  The South Carolina Department of Social Services determines eligibility for services that support Adult Protective Services, Child Protective Services, and Foster Care for Children.  

Target Group Criteria
The first step of determining eligibility is identification of an applicant as a member of at least one of the target groups.  Each target group is defined in terms of a problem or barrier experienced by SSBG service applicants.
The problem provides the parameters for developing a specific goal and measurable objectives.  The target groups are prioritized, with Target Group 1 having the highest priority (see chart on next page).

Target Group 1: Individuals unable to protect their own interest from abuse, neglect, or exploitation.

Target Group 2: Family units experiencing or in immediate risk of disruption.

Target Group 3: Individuals with functional impairments or handicaps that restrict their ability to independently perform age-appropriate activities.

Target Group 4: Individuals unable to achieve or maintain some degree of economic self-support because of their lack of job-related skills and/or their responsibility for caring for dependent family members.

Target Group 5: Individuals and families unable, due to lack of age-appropriate skills, to function effectively in home management or personal care and hygiene.

Income Criteria
The second step of the eligibility process involves determining the income level of the applicant.  Applicants must have a total family gross income at or below 200 percent of the poverty guidelines, or must need services provided by the state that are without regard to income.  The SSBG Income Standards for FFY 2024 are included below.

SSBG INCOME STANDARDS
Effective OCTOBER 1, 2023– SEPTEMBER 30, 2024
FAMILY SIZE GROSS FAMILY INCOME MONTHLY GROSS FAMILY INCOME ANNUALLY
1 $2,430  $29,160 
2 $3,287  $39,440 
3 $4,143  $49,720 
4 $5,000  $60,000 
5 $5,857  $70,280 
6 $6,713  $80,560 
7 $7,570  $90,840 
8 $8,427  $101,120 
Note: For each additional family member above 8, add $857 monthly or $10,280 annually.  Information and referral services, as well as any other SSBG services offered in conjunction with protective services, are available without regard to income.  (Source: https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-guidelines.)

Need Criteria
The third step of the eligibility process requires determining an applicant’s need for the service.  In addition to being a member of one of the target groups and meeting the income criteria, applicants must also demonstrate a need for the specific service.

Fees
All services in the SSBG Plan are provided without cost to eligible individuals.  SCDSS allows providers of the Older American Act services to accept Voluntary Contributions from clients as long as there is no coercion on the part of the provider to collect the contributions and no negative impact on clients who do not contribute.

Group Eligibility Criteria
Group eligibility assumes that the majority of the recipients of a particular service, a specific community, or a service site would be eligible for service if the eligibility criteria were applied.  This assumption allows authorized contractors to provide services to any recipient who meets the specific characteristics established by the administering agency.  Therefore, recipient eligibility is determined by the group eligibility requirements instead of the three eligibility criteria outlined earlier.
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